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GospelFest is a non-competitive experience for outstanding 
high school, youth choirs and church choirs of all voicings 
and celebrates musical excellence, combining world-class 
artists and performance opportunities with an exhilarating 
atmosphere of camaraderie in music.

The non-competitive atmosphere of the festival provides a 
place for growth, cooperative encouragement and mutual 
respect among music programs in both private and public 
schools, and community or church choirs. Attending is an 
honor.

Repertoire is selected as part of the experience.  All 
participants in the Combined Festival Chorus join together 
as one united voice. Directors and their ensembles are free 
to explore the music and strive for innovation, growth and 
excellence.  There is no application or audition process.  
Participants are expected to commit to the learning process 
and appropriately prepare the selected repertoire in 
advance.  The preparation process itself can have a positive 
impact.

Participants experience an atmosphere of mutual respect 
while performing in the evening concert.  GospelFest 
attendees enjoy additional performances by each 
year’s Featured Performing Choirs, the solo guest artist 
performance, and perform in the culminating Combined 
Festival Chorus with the guest artist and guest conductor. 

The final GospelFest evening concert will take place in 
Georgia State University’s Rialto Center for the Arts under 
the direction of guest conductor Bishop Chantel Wright and 
with guest artist Callie Day.

Evening Concert Performance
Members of the Combined Festival Chorus receive a ticket 
to the sit in the audience for performances by the Featured 
Performing Choirs and our guest artist solo set.  Following 
those performances, the Combined Festival Chorus will join 
our guest artist on stage.  Under the direction of our guest 
conductor, the Combined Festival Chorus will perform the 
festival repertoire before a knowledgeable and appreciative 
audience.

Scheduled Rehearsals
To ensure that all participants perform at the highest 
possible level and receive the best possible performance 
experience, concert rehearsal time is scheduled and 
required for each registered participant in the Combined 
Festival Chorus.

World-Class Venue and Facilities
GospelFest will be hosted in outstanding venues at Georgia 
State University. Rehearsals will be held in various locations 
on campus and the Rialto Center for the Arts.  The final 
concert will be fully produced with sound and lighting and 
performed in the Rialto Center for the Arts.

Ensemble Hosts
Each registered ensemble in the Combined Festival Chorus 
will be assigned a host to help guide them through the 
festival day ensuring the best possible experience.

About the Festival

Festival Elements

Attend the evening concert with the Featured Performing 
Choirs & performance by Callie Day

Perform on stage with Callie Day in a fully-produced final 
concert

Rehearse and perform with guest conductor Bishop 
Chantel Wright

Highlights for 
Combined Festival Chorus 
Members

To register your choir, or to read more information, visit 
www.thearts.gsu.edu/educational outreach



As both a one-day workshop and concert performance, 
GospelFest features a unique opportunity to perform for 
friends, family and community members.  Choirs can 
register to attend the workshop as Combined Festival 
Chorus members and participate in rehearsals that begin 
at 10am and conclude at 5pm.  Combined Festival Chorus 
members who register to be a part of the workshop also 
receive a ticket to the evening concert.

Rehearsals will be conducted throughout the day as part 
of the educational and musical experience of the festival 
by  guest conductor Bishop Chantel Wright of Macedonia 
Baptist Church in New York and Dr. Jennifer Sengin of 
Georgia State University.

The evening concert will begin with performances by our 
Featured Performing Choirs and include a solo set by guest 
artist Callie Day.  Callie Day will join the Combined Festival 
Chorus to conclude the concert. 

The Combined Festival Chorus is open to community 
choirs, church choirs and school choirs or clubs.  It is highly 
encouraged for choirs to register and attend as a group.  
Choir Directors may choose to register their entire choir 
or a portion of their choir.  To ensure compliance with 
Georgia State University’s Minors on Campus policy, any 
participant(s) under age 18 must be accompanied by an 
adult chaperone at all times.

Anyone wishing to attend the only the evening concert 
should purchase a General Admission ticket.  Tickets can be 
purchased thorugh the Rialto Box Office or online at 
http://.events.rialtocenter.gsu.edu. We encourage all 
friends, family and community members of participating 
choirs to attend the evening concert.

The Festival promises to be educational and inspirational 
for your ensemble, and you will want to be part of the full 
experience. It is imperative that your ensemble attends all 
scheduled events. Each attendee has spent countless hours 
preparing for their performance and should be able to fully 
partake in all rehearsals and sound checks.  Any ensemble 
who misses a rehearsal or sound check is not able to fully 
experience the festival and can negatively impact the 
performance of others.  All rehearsals and performances 
are part of the educational aspect of GospelFest. As a 
performing ensemble, singing to a knowledgeable and 
attentive audience is much more rewarding.

As part of the educational aspect of the festival, 
participating groups will need to purchase the required 
festival repertoire to prepare music in advance.  The 
repertoire list can be found online.  Each ensemble 
purchasing music will be able to retain the music for their 
library.

To register your choir, or to read more information, visit 
www.thearts.gsu.edu/educational-outreach

The GospelFest Experience

Guest Artistists

An Educational Experience

Bishop Chantel Wright
Conductor

Callie Day
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What time does the evening concert begin and what is the 
expected length of the concert?
The evening concert will begin at 8:00pm and is expected to 
conclude by 10:00pm.

Is attendance required at all scheduled rehearsals, including 
sound check times?
Yes. The Festival promises to be educational and 
inspirational for your ensemble, and you will want to 
be part of the full experience. It is imperative that your 
ensemble attends all scheduled events. Each attendee has 
spent countless hours preparing for their performance and 
should be able to fully partake in all rehearsals and sound 
checks.  Any ensemble who misses a rehearsal or sound 
check is not able to fully experience the festival and can 
negatively impact the performance of others.  All rehearsals 
and performances are part of the educational aspect of 
GospelFest.

What is the dress code for the evening concert?  What should I 
wear during the day?
Participants adhere to a strict concert dress code, as well 
as a code of conduct that enhances the atmosphere of 
the festival.  Good taste is always appropriate. For the 
concert performance, participants should wear concert 
black.  Options include a black full-length dress or skirt 
(to the ankle), with hosiery and black shoes; tops must be 
black short-sleeved or cap sleeved.  A sleeveless top is not 
permitted.  Other options include a black button-up long-
sleeved shirt with a black tie, black dress pants, black belt, 
black socks, and black shoes.  A black jacket is optional, but 
not required.  Note: Stairs, concert platforms and risers will be 
used on the stage. Shoes should be appropriate for maneuvering 
on the risers and stairs.

For the rehearsals and workshop portion of the day, 
participants may dress in casual attire.  Bathrooms will 
be available for changing into the concert dress attire.  A 
monitored storage area will be provided for groups who 
need to store their change of clothes during the day.

When do we have to pay for participation?
All participant fees must be paid at the time of registration.  
GospelFest has a limited number of participant slots 
available for the Combined Festival Chorus and needs to 
account for all participants at the time of registration.

Will meals be provided as part of GospelFest?
Meals are not included in the registration.  A lunch and 
dinner break will be provided in the schedule.  Groups will 
have the option to purchase a box lunch for an additional 
fee.  There will be no optional dinner available for purchase.  
It is suggested that groups make arrangments in advance 
for their lunch or dinner.

Are tickets for available for the evening concert?  What are the 
ticket prices?
Each registered member of the Combined Festival 
Chorus receives a ticket included in their registration fee.  
Additional General Admission Tickets are available for 
purchase at the Rialto Box Office, or online at 
http://events.rialto.gsu.edu.

Ticket prices are $25 for a General Admission Ticket.  Some 
discounts are available, including:

15% Group Discounts – for groups of 10 or more
40% Georgia State Discount – for Georgia State Faculty, 
Students and Staff (limit of 2 tickets per ID)
50% Rush Discount – for Georgia State Students only.  Tickets 
must be purchased after 6:00pm on February 9 (limit of 1 ticket 
per ID).  Ask for Rush Ticket pricing.  

Do chaperones or directors of each registered ensemble receive 
a General Admission Ticket to the evening concert?
Each ensemble director will receive one (1) complimentary 
ticket to the evening concert.  Each registered ensemble 
will also receive one (1) complimentary ticket for every ten 
(10) registered members.  These complimentary tickets will 
provide chaperones or additional directors access to the 
concert.  Complimentary tickets will not be provided to bus 
drivers.

Where do I park my buses and cars during GospelFest?
Georgia State Office of Educational Outreach will provide 
information to assist you in making arrangements to park 
your buses during GospelFest. Overnight parking for buses 
will not be provided, and should be arranged through your 
hotel.

Transportation is the responsibility of each participating 
ensemble. Oversized vehicles will be provided parking on 
Georgia State’s campus.  Additional information on parking 
locations will be provided to groups upon the completion 
of their registration.

Will hotel room blocks be provided?
Yes. Georgia State will offer an optional conference room 
block rate for any groups who choose to stay in downtown 
Atlanta overnight. Hotels will be within walking distance 
of rehearsal and performance venues.  It is not required 
for groups to utilize these hotels, or to stay downtown.  
It is the responsibility of the ensemble director to book 
hotel rooms for their ensemble and any members of their 
travelling party and to ensure appropriate storage for the 
group’s luggage.  Georgia State will not be responsible for 
transportation to or from hotels.

To register your choir, or to read more information, visit 
www.thearts.gsu.edu/educational-outreach

GospelFest Frequently Asked Questions


